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Moral Cultivation and
Confucian Character Mar 24
2022 A consideration of
Confucian ethics that employs
the work and concerns of the
eminent comparative ethicist
Joel J. Kupperman. In this

volume, leading scholars in
Asian and comparative
philosophy take the work of
Joel J. Kupperman as a point of
departure to consider new
perspectives on Confucian
ethics. Kupperman is one of the
few eminent Western
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philosophers to have integrated
Asian philosophical traditions
into his thought, developing a
character-based ethics
synthesizing Western, Chinese,
and Indian philosophies. With
their focus on Confucian ethics,
contributors respond, expand,
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and engage in critical dialogue
with Kuppermans views.
Kupperman joins the
conversation with responses
and comments that conclude
the volume. Joel Kupperman is
rightly celebrated for his
success at drawing on Eastern
traditions to enlarge our
(Western) understanding of key
issues in philosophy. The
impressive essays in this
volume extend Kuppermans
approach with stimulating
reflections on character,
emotions, and well-being. 
Stephen C. Angle, author of
Contemporary Confucian
Political Philosophy Each
essay by a major figure in
comparative philosophy is a
masterful engagement with the

Confucian tradition that reveals
its resources for us today.
Scholars and students of both
Chinese philosophy and
comparative philosophy will
want to read this impressive
volume.  Owen Flanagan,
author of The Bodhisattvas
Brain: Buddhism Naturalized
Perspectives in Role Ethics Aug
05 2020 Although our moral
lives would be unrecognisable
without them, roles have
received little attention from
analytic moral philosophers.
Roles are central to our lives
and to our engagement with
one another, and should be
analysed in connection with our
core notions of ethics such as
virtue, reason, and obligation.
This volume aims to redress the
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neglect of role ethics by
confronting the tensions
between conceptions of
impartial morality and role
obligations in the history of
analytic philosophy and the
Confucian tradition. Different
perspectives on the ethical
significance of roles can be
found by looking to debates
within professional and applied
ethics, by challenging existing
accounts of how roles generate
reasons, by questioning the
hegemony of ethical reasons,
and by exploring the relation
between expertise and virtue.
The essays tackle several core
questions related to these
debates: What are roles and
what is their normative import?
To what extent are roles and
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the ethics of roles central to
ethics as opposed to virtue in
general, and obligation in
general? Are role obligations
characteristically incompatible
with ordinary morality in
professions such as business,
law, and medicine? How does
practical reason function in
relation to roles? Perspectives
in Role Ethics is an
examination of a largely
neglected topic in ethics. It will
appeal to a broad range of
scholars in normative ethics,
virtue ethics, non-Western
ethics, and applied ethics
interested in the importance of
roles in our moral life.
The Emotions in Early Chinese
Philosophy Dec 29 2019 In
China, the debate over the

moral status of emotions began
around the fourth century BCE,
when early philosophers first
began to invoke psychological
categories such as the mind
(xin), human nature (xing), and
emotions (qing) to explain the
sources of ethical authority and
the foundations of knowledge
about the world. Although
some thinkers during this
period proposed that human
emotions and desires were
temporary physiological
disturbances in the mind
caused by the impact of things
in the world, this was not the
account that would eventually
gain currency. The consensus
among those thinkers who
would come to be recognized
as the foundational figures of
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the Confucian and Daoist
philosophical traditions was
that the emotions represented
the underlying, dispositional
constitution of a person, and
that they embodied the
patterned workings of the
cosmos itself. Curie Virág sets
out to explain why the
emotions were such a central
preoccupation among early
thinkers, situating the entire
debate within developments in
conceptions of the self, the
cosmos, and the political order.
She shows that the mainstream
account of emotions as
patterned reality emerged as
part of a major conceptual shift
towards the recognition of
natural reality as intelligible,
orderly, and coherent. The
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mainstream account of
emotions helped to summon
the very idea of the human
being as a universal category
and to establish the cognitive
and practical agency of human
beings. This book, the first
intensive study of the subject,
traces the genealogy of these
early Chinese philosophical
conceptions and examines their
crucial role in the formation of
ethical, political and cultural
values in China.
The Confucian Conception
of Jên Oct 07 2020
Mencius Sep 17 2021 For two
thousand years the Mencius
was revered as one of the
foundational texts of the
Confucian canon, which formed
the basis of traditional Chinese

education. Today it commands
considerable attention in
current debates on Asian
values raging in classrooms
and boardrooms in both East
Asia and the West. This
volume, which represents the
work of fifteen respected
scholars of early Chinese
thought and culture, is an
especially timely effort to bring
the Mencius under fresh
scrutiny. Making use of
recently excavated
manuscripts, the contributors
approach the Mencius from
novel perspectives, challenge
established interpretations, and
confront anew issues that
continue to attract and divide
students of this classic text.
The famous Mencian doctrine
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of the goodness of human
nature forms one main focus.
Questions of context and
interpretation bring into sharp
relief key hermeneutical issues
that surround the text: Does
the Mencius present a coherent
and systematically developed
ethical teaching? Or should it
be read as a composite work,
comprising different layers of
material that reflect different
emphases and conflicting
doctrines? Traversing
contested territories and
exploring new
Sima Qian’s Self-Conception
in Claims of Legitimacy Jan
28 2020 Seminar paper from
the year 2012 in the subject
Orientalism / Sinology Chinese / China, grade: 1,7,
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University of Heidelberg
(Sinologisches Seminar),
course: Beginnings of Chinese
Historiography, language:
English, abstract: What we
know today of Sima Qian’s (145
–90 BCE) life and especially of
the way he saw himself is
drawn mainly from two sources
of Chinese historiography – the
Records of the Grand Historian
or Shiji, written by himself and
his father Sima Tan (164 – 110
BCE), and the History of the
Former Han or Han Shu,
written by Ban Gu (32 – 92 CE)
. Chapter 130 of the former, i.e.
the author’s postface, provides
us with an autobiography of
Sima Qian, whereas Ban Gu
offers a biography of him in the
Han Shu that is mostly copied

from the Shiji’s postface.
Additionally, after the
biography Ban Gu added a
letter to Ren An, a friend of
Sima Qian’s, which was written
as a response to Ren An’s own
letter to the Grand Historian.
The two mentioned accounts of
Sima Qian’s life and his selfconception differ strongly from
each other. Whereas his
postface serves as a biography
both for his father Sima Tan as
well as his reasons for writing,
or rather completing, the Shiji,
his letter offers a great deal of
insight into his situation at
court and the way he perceived
it. The purpose of this paper is
to give some insight into Sima
Qian’s self-conception and
especially into his ways of
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legitimising his life and work.
Thus, I will argue that the
reason for his Confucian
agenda of self-legitimation can
be found in his self-conception
displayed in his letter to Ren
An.
Confucius, Rawls, and the
Sense of Justice Feb 20 2022
This work examines the role of
a sense of justice in the ethical
and political thought of
Confucius and John Rawls, and
argues that a comparative
study can help us to better
understand each of their views
and apply their insights.
Self-Realization through
Confucian Learning Jul 24 2019
Confucian philosopher Xunzi’s
moral thought is considered in
light of the modern focus on
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self-realization. Self-Realization
through Confucian Learning
reconstructs Confucian thinker
Xunzi’s moral philosophy in
response to the modern focus
on self-realization. Xunzi (born
around 310 BCE) claims that
human xing (“nature” or
“native conditions”) is without
an ethical framework and has a
tendency to dominate, leading
to bad judgments and bad
behavior. Confucian ritual
propriety (li) is needed to
transform these human native
conditions. Through li, people
become self-directing: in
control of feelings and desires
and in command of their own
lives. Siufu Tang explicates
Xunzi’s understanding of the
hierarchical structure of human

agency to articulate why and
how li is essential to selfrealization. Ritual propriety
also structures relationships to
make a harmonious communal
life possible. Tang’s focus on
self-realization highlights how
Confucianism can address the
individual as well as the
communal and serve as a
philosophy for contemporary
times. Siufu Tang is Associate
Professor in the School of
Chinese at the University of
Hong Kong.
Confucianism for the
Modern World Apr 12 2021
While Confucian ideals
continue to inspire thinkers
and political actors, discussions
of concrete Confucian practices
and institutions appropriate for
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the modern era have been
conspicuously absent from the
literature thus far. This volume
represents the most cutting
edge effort to spell out in
meticulous detail the relevance
of Confucianism for the
contemporary world. The
contributors to this book-internationally renowned
philosophers, lawyers,
historians, and social scientists-argue for feasible and
desirable Confucian policies
and institutions as they attempt
to draw out the political,
economic, and legal
implications of Confucianism
for the modern world.
Human Becomings Jun 26
2022
Confucian Ethics Nov 19
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2021 Publisher Description
Confucian and Stoic
Perspectives on Forgiveness
Jun 22 2019 Confucian and
Stoic Perspectives on
Forgiveness is a study in
comparative philosophy
exploring the absence of
forgiveness in classical
Confucianism and Roman
Stoicism as well as the
alternatives to forgiveness that
these traditions offer.
The Emotions in Early Chinese
Philosophy Aug 17 2021 This
book traces the genealogy of
early Chinese conceptions of
emotions, as part of a broader
inquiry into evolving
conceptions of self, cosmos and
the political order. It seeks to
explain what was at stake in

early philosophical debates
over emotions and why the
mainstream conception of
emotions became authoritative.
Sagehood Feb 08 2021 Angle's
book is both an exposition of
Neo-Confucian philosophy and
a sustained dialogue with many
leading Western thinkers,
especially with those
philosophers leading the
current renewal of interest in
virtue ethics. He argues for a
new stage in the development
of contemporary Confucian
philosophy.
Why Be Moral? Mar 31 2020
Explores the resources for
contemporary ethics found in
the work of the Cheng
brothers, canonical neoConfucian philophers. Yong
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Huang presents a new way of
doing comparative philosophy
as he demonstrates the
resources for contemporary
ethics offered by the Cheng
brothers, Cheng Hao
(1032–1085) and Cheng Yi
(1033–1107), canonical neoConfucian philosophers. Huang
departs from the standard
method of Chinese/Western
comparison, which tends to
interest those already
interested in Chinese
philosophy. While Westernoriented scholars may be
excited to learn about Chinese
philosophers who have said
things similar to what they or
their favored philosophers have
to say, they hardly find
anything philosophically new
Downloaded from idealdayout.com on
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from such comparative work.
Instead of comparing and
contrasting philosophers, each
chapter of this book discusses a
significant topic in Western
moral philosophy, examines the
representative views on this
topic in the Western tradition,
identifies their respective
difficulties, and discusses how
the Cheng brothers have better
things to say on the subject.
Topics discussed include why
one should be moral, how
weakness of will is not possible,
whether virtue ethics is selfcentered, in what sense the
political is also personal, how a
moral theory can be of an
antitheoretical nature, and
whether moral metaphysics is
still possible in this postmodern

and postmetaphysical age.
Yong Huang/b> is Professor of
Philosophy at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. He is
the editor of Rorty,
Pragmatism, and Confucianism:
With Responses by Richard
Rorty, and the coeditor (with
Yang Xiao) of Moral Relativism
and Chinese Philosophy: David
Wong and His Critics, both
published by SUNY Press.
Zhuangzi's Critique of the
Confucians Jul 04 2020 Looks
at the Daoist Zhuangzi's
critique of Confucianism. The
Daoist Zhuangzi has often been
read as a mystical philosopher.
But there is another tradition,
beginning with the Han
dynasty historian Sima Qian,
which sees him as a critic of
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the Confucians. Kim-chong
Chong analyzes the Inner
Chapters of the Zhuangzi,
demonstrating how Zhuangzi
criticized the pre-Qin
Confucians through
metaphorical inversion and
parody. This is indicated by the
subtitle, “Blinded by the
Human,” which is an inversion
of the Confucian philosopher
Xunzi’s remark that Zhuangzi
was “blinded by heaven and did
not know the human.” Chong
compares Zhuangzi’s Daoist
thought to Confucianism, as
exemplified by Confucius,
Mencius, and Xunzi. By
analyzing and comparing the
different implications of
concepts such as “heaven,”
“heart-mind,” and
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“transformation,” Chong shows
how Zhuangzi can be said to
provide the resources for a
more pluralistic and liberal
philosophy than the
Confucians. Kim-chong Chong
is Professor Emeritus at the
Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology. He
taught at the National
University of Singapore from
1980–2003 and is the author of
Early Confucian Ethics:
Concepts and Arguments.
Harmony in Chinese Thought
Jul 16 2021 He (和), or harmony,
has traditionally been a central
concept in Chinese thought,
and to this day continues to
shape the way in which people
in China and East Asia think
about ethics and politics. Yet,

there is no systematic and
comprehensive introduction of
harmony as has been variously
articulated in different Chinese
schools. This edited volume
aims to fill this gap. The
individual contributions
elaborate the conceptions of
harmony as these were
exemplified in central Chinese
schools of thought, including
Daoism, Confucianism,
Legalism, Mohism, Buddhism,
and trace their impact on
contemporary Chinese
philosophy. The volume
explores the various meanings
and implications of harmony so
as to consider its relevance as
a value and virtue in the
modern world. It provides an
accessible but substantial
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introductory work for readers
interested in learning about
pertinent core concepts and
theories in Chinese thought, as
well as engages specialists in
Chinese philosophy by
explicating its implications for
ethical, political,
epistemological, and
metaphysical reflection as the
basic point of reference.
Teaching Confucianism Sep 05
2020 The authors illuminate
the history, character, and role
of Confucianism as a religious
tradition in Chinese and
Chinese influenced societies.
Essays address the specifically
pedagogical challenges of
introducing Confucian material
to non East Asian scholars and
students.
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The Renaissance of
Confucianism in
Contemporary China Dec 21
2021 A new generation of
Confucian scholars is coming of
age. China is reawakening to
the power and importance of
its own culture. This volume
provides a unique view of the
emerging Confucian vision for
China and the world in the 21st
century. Unlike the NeoConfucians sojourning in North
America who recast
Confucianism in terms of
modern Western values, this
new generation of Chinese
scholars takes the authentic
roots of Confucian thought
seriously. This collection of
essays offers the first critical
exploration in English of the

emerging Confucian, nonliberal, non-social-democratic,
moral and political vision for
China’s future. Inspired by the
life and scholarship of Jiang
Qing who has emerged as
China's exemplar contemporary
Confucian, this volume allows
the English reader access to a
moral and cultural vision that
seeks to direct China’s political
power, social governance, and
moral life. For those working in
Chinese studies, this collection
provides the first access in
English to major debates in
China concerning a Confucian
reconceptualization of
governance, a critical
Confucian assessment of
feminism, Confucianism
functioning again as a religion,
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and the possibility of a moral
vision that can fill the cultural
vacuum created by the collapse
of Marxism.
The Chinese Classic of Family
Reverence Apr 24 2022 Few if
any philosophical schools have
championed family values as
persistently as the early
Confucians, and a great deal
can be learned by attending to
what they had to say on the
subject. In the Confucian
tradition, human morality and
the personal realization it
inspires are grounded in the
cultivation of family feeling.
One may even go so far as to
say that, for China, family
reverence was a necessary
condition for developing any of
the other human qualities of
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excellence. On the basis of the
present translation of the
Xiaojing (Classic of Family
Reverence) and supplemental
passages found in other early
philosophical writings,
Professors Rosemont and Ames
articulate a specifically
Confucian conception of "role
ethics" that, in its emphasis on
a relational conception of the
person, is markedly different
from most early and
contemporary dominant
Western moral theories. This
Confucian role ethics takes as
its inspiration the perceived
necessity of family feeling as
the entry point in the
development of moral
competence and as a guide to
the religious life as well. In the

lengthy introduction, two
senior scholars offer their
perspective on the historical,
philosophical, and religious
dimensions of the Xiaojing.
Together with this
introduction, a lexicon of key
terms presents a context for
the Xiaojing and provides
guidelines for interpreting the
text historically in China as
well as suggesting its
contemporary significance for
all societies. The inclusion of
the Chinese text adds yet
another dimension to this
important study. The Chinese
Classic of Family Reverence is
sure to appeal to specialists of
comparative and Chinese
philosophy and to all readers
interested in the enduring
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importance of the family.
Confucianism for the
Modern World Aug 24 2019
This volume argues for the
relevance of Confucian policies
and institutions for the
contemporary world.
Confucian Thought Jun 14 2021
Tu Wei-ming is the foremost
exponent of Confucian thought
in the United States today.
Over the last two decades he
has been developing a creative
scholarly interpretation of
Confucian humanism as a living
tradition. The result is a work
of interpretive brilliance that
revitalizes Confucian thought,
making it a legitimate concern
of contemporary philosophical
reflections.
Confucian Perfectionism
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May 26 2022 Since the very
beginning, Confucianism has
been troubled by a serious gap
between its political ideals and
the reality of societal
circumstances. Contemporary
Confucians must develop a
viable method of governance
that can retain the spirit of the
Confucian ideal while tackling
problems arising from nonideal
modern situations. The best
way to meet this challenge,
Joseph Chan argues, is to adopt
liberal democratic institutions
that are shaped by the
Confucian conception of the
good rather than the liberal
conception of the right.
Confucian Perfectionism
examines and reconstructs
both Confucian political

thought and liberal democratic
institutions, blending them to
form a new Confucian political
philosophy. Chan decouples
liberal democratic institutions
from their popular liberal
philosophical foundations in
fundamental moral rights, such
as popular sovereignty,
political equality, and
individual sovereignty. Instead,
he grounds them on Confucian
principles and redefines their
roles and functions, thus
mixing Confucianism with
liberal democratic institutions
in a way that strengthens both.
Then he explores the
implications of this new yet
traditional political philosophy
for fundamental issues in
modern politics, including
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authority, democracy, human
rights, civil liberties, and social
justice. Confucian
Perfectionism critically
reconfigures the Confucian
political philosophy of the
classical period for the
contemporary era.
Loyalty May 14 2021 Few
topics are more ubiquitous in
everyday life and, at the same
time, more controversial in
practice, than that of one’s
moral obligation to loyalty.
Featuring essays by scholars
working in a variety of subjects
from law to psychology, Loyalty
presents diverse perspectives
on dilemmas posed by potential
conflicts between loyalties to
specific institutions or
professional roles and more
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universalistic conceptions of
moral duty. The volume begins
with a philosophical
exploration of theories of
loyalty, both Eastern and
Western, then moves to
examine several problematic
situations in which loyalty is
often a factor: partisan politics,
the armed forces, and lawyerclient relationships. A fair and
balanced analysis from a wide
range of disciplinary and
normative viewpoints, Loyalty
infuses new life into an ofttread avenue of scholarly
inquiry. Contributors: Ryan K.
Balot, Paul O. Carrese, Yasmin
Dawood, Bernard Gert,
Kathleen M. Higgins, Sanford
Levinson, Daniel Markovits,
Lynn Mather, Russell

Muirhead, Nancy Sherman,
Paul Woodruff
Human Dignity in Classical
Chinese Philosophy Nov 07
2020 This book reinterprets
classical Chinese philosophical
tradition along the conceptual
line of human dignity. Through
extensive textual evidence, it
illustrates that classical
Confucianism, Mohism and
Daoism contained rich notions
of dignity, which laid the
foundation for human rights
and political liberty in China,
even though, historically,
liberal democracy failed to
grow out of the authoritarian
soil in China. The book
critically examines the causes
that might have prevented the
classical schools from

chapter-6-the-confucian-conception-of-transcendence-and

14/21

developing a liberal tradition,
while affirming their positive
contributions to the human
dignity concept. Analysing the
inadequacies of the western
concept of human dignity, the
text covers relevant teachings
of Kongzi, Mengzi, Xunzi, Mozi,
Laozi and Zhuangzi (in
comparison with Rousseau).
While the Confucian notions of
humanity (Ren), righteousness
(Yi), and gentleman (Junzi) bear
most directly on the conception
of dignity, Mohism and Daoism
provide salutary corrections to
the ossification of the orthodox
Confucian practice (Li).
Religion and Human Rights
Jan 22 2022 This volume
examines the relationship
between religion and human
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rights in seven major religious
traditions, as well as key legal
concepts, contemporary issues,
and relationships among
religion, state, and society in
the areas of human rights and
religious freedom.
Confucian Role Ethics Feb
29 2020 The essays collected in
this volume establish Confucian
role ethics as a term of art in
the contemporary ethical
discourse. The holistic
philosophy presented here is
grounded in the primacy of
relationality and a narrative
understanding of person, and is
a challenge to a foundational
liberal individualism that has
defined persons as discrete,
autonomous, rational, free, and
often self-interested agents.

Confucian role ethics begins
from a relationally constituted
conception of person, takes
family roles and relations as
the entry point for developing
moral competence, invokes
moral imagination and the
growth in relations that it can
inspire as the substance of
human morality, and entails a
human-centered, atheistic
religiousness that stands in
sharp contrast to the
Abrahamic religions.
A brief history of early Chinese
philosophy Oct 26 2019
Probsthain's oriental series.
Volume 7. A brief history of
early Chinese philosophy
Classical Confucian Political
Thought Sep 29 2022 The
intellectual legacy of
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Confucianism has loomed large
in efforts to understand China's
past, present, and future. While
Confucian ethics has been
thoroughly explored, the
question remains: what exactly
is Confucian political thought?
Classical Confucian Political
Thought returns to the classical
texts of the Confucian tradition
to answer this vital question.
Showing how Confucian ethics
and politics diverge, Loubna El
Amine argues that Confucian
political thought is not a direct
application of Confucian moral
philosophy. Instead, contrary to
the conventional view that
Confucian rule aims to instill
virtue in all members of
society, El Amine demonstrates
that its main aim is to promote
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political order. El Amine
analyzes key aspects of the
Confucian political vision,
including the relationship
between the ruler and the
people, the typology of rulers,
and the role of ministers and
government officials. She also
looks at Confucianism’s
account of the mechanisms
through which society is to be
regulated, from welfare
policies to rituals. She explains
that the Confucian conception
of the political leaves space
open for the rule of those who
are not virtuous if these rulers
establish and maintain political
order. She also contends that
Confucians defend the duty to
take part in government based
on the benefits that such

participation can bring to
society. Classical Confucian
Political Thought brings a new
understanding to Confucian
political theory by illustrating
that it is not chiefly idealistic
and centered on virtue, but
rather realistic and driven by
political concerns.
Enlightenment Contested
Nov 27 2019 Jonathan Israel
presents the first major
reassessment of the Western
Enlightenment for a
generation. Continuing the
story he began in the bestselling Radical Enlightenment ,
and now focusing his attention
on the first half of the
eighteenth century, he returns
to the original sources to offer
a groundbreaking new
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perspective on the nature and
development of the most
important currents in modern
thought. Israel traces many of
the core principles of Western
modernity to their roots in the
social, political, and
philosophical ferment of this
period: the primacy of reason,
democracy, racial equality,
feminism, religious toleration,
sexual emancipation, and
freedom of expression. He
emphasizes the dual character
of the Enlightenment, and the
bitter struggle between on the
one hand a generally dominant,
anti-democratic mainstream,
supporting the monarchy,
aristocracy, and ecclesiastical
authority, and on the other a
largely repressed democratic,
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republican, and 'materialist'
radical fringe. He also
contends that the supposedly
separate French, British,
German, Dutch, and Italian
enlightenments interacted to
such a degree that their study
in isolation gives a hopelessly
distorted picture. A work of
dazzling and highly accessible
scholarship, Enlightenment
Contested will be the definitive
reference point for historians,
philosophers, and anyone
engaged with this fascinating
period of human development.
Three Streams Dec 09 2020
Recent interest in
Confucianism has a tendency to
suffer from essentialism and
idealism, manifested in a
variety of ways. One example is

to think of Confucianism in
terms of the views attributed to
one representative of the
tradition, such as Kongzi
(Confucius) (551-479 BCE) or
Mengzi (Mencius) (372 - 289
BCE) or one school or strand of
the tradition, most often the
strand or tradition associated
with Mengzi or, in the later
tradition, that formed around
the commentaries and
interpretation of Zhu Xi
(1130-1200). Another such
tendency is to think of
Confucianism in terms of its
manifestations in only one
country; this is almost always
China for the obvious reasons
that China is one of the most
powerful and influential states
in the world today. A third
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tendency is to present
Confucianism in terms of only
one period or moment in the
tradition; for example, among
ethical and political
philosophers, pre-Qin
Confucianism--usually taken to
be the writings attributed to
Kongzi, Mengzi, and, if we are
lucky, Xunzi (479-221 BCE)-often is taken as
"Confucianism." These and
other forms of essentialism and
idealism have led to a
widespread and deeply
entrenched impression that
Confucianism is thoroughly
homogenous and monolithic
(these often are "facts"
mustered to support the
purportedly oppressive,
authoritarian, and constricted
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nature of the tradition); such
impressions can be found
throughout East Asia and
dominate in the West. This is
quite deplorable for it gives us
no genuine sense of the
creatively rich, philosophically
powerful, highly variegated,
and still very much open-ended
nature of the Confucian
tradition. This volume
addresses this misconstrual
and misrepresentation of
Confucianism by presenting a
philosophically critical account
of different Confucian thinkers
and schools, across place
(China, Korea, and Japan) and
time (the 10th to 19th
centuries).
Confucianism May 02 2020
"Confucianism" presents the

history and salient tenets of
Confucian thought, and
discusses its viability, from
both a social and a
philosophical point of view, in
the modern world. Despite
most of the major Confucian
texts having been translated
into English, there remains a
surprising lack of
straightforward textbooks on
Confucian philosophy in any
Western language. Those that
do exist are often oriented from
the point of view of Western
philosophy - or, worse, a
peculiar school of thought
within Western philosophy and advance correspondingly
skewed interpretations of
Confucianism. This book seeks
to rectify this situation. It
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guides readers through the
philosophies of the three major
classical Confucians: Confucius
(551-479 BCE), Mencius
(372-289 BCE?) and Xunzi (fl.
3rd cent. BCE), and concludes
with an overview of later
Confucian revivals and the
standing of Confucianism
today.
Confucian Perfectionism Oct
31 2022 Since the very
beginning, Confucianism has
been troubled by a serious gap
between its political ideals and
the reality of societal
circumstances. Contemporary
Confucians must develop a
viable method of governance
that can retain the spirit of the
Confucian ideal while tackling
problems arising from nonideal
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modern situations. The best
way to meet this challenge,
Joseph Chan argues, is to adopt
liberal democratic institutions
that are shaped by the
Confucian conception of the
good rather than the liberal
conception of the right.
Confucian Perfectionism
examines and reconstructs
both Confucian political
thought and liberal democratic
institutions, blending them to
form a new Confucian political
philosophy. Chan decouples
liberal democratic institutions
from their popular liberal
philosophical foundations in
fundamental moral rights, such
as popular sovereignty,
political equality, and
individual sovereignty. Instead,

he grounds them on Confucian
principles and redefines their
roles and functions, thus
mixing Confucianism with
liberal democratic institutions
in a way that strengthens both.
Then he explores the
implications of this new yet
traditional political philosophy
for fundamental issues in
modern politics, including
authority, democracy, human
rights, civil liberties, and social
justice. Confucian
Perfectionism critically
reconfigures the Confucian
political philosophy of the
classical period for the
contemporary era.
Confucian Creation of Heaven,
The Jun 02 2020 This book
explores the earliest Confucian
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texts to find coherent
structural principles linking the
various facets of Confucian
doctrine. Its central theme is
that the coherence of early
Confucianism emerges only
when doctrine is viewed as a
function of the unique ritual
practice of the early Confucian
community.
Confucian Democracy Sep 25
2019 Using both Confucian
texts and the work of American
pragmatist John Dewey, this
book offers a distinctly
Confucian model of democracy.
Conceptualizing Friendship in
Time and Place Oct 19 2021
The volume “Conceptualizing
Friendship in Time and Place”
brings together reflections on
the meaning and practice of
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friendship in a variety of social
and cultural settings in history
and in the present time,
focusing on Asia and the
Western world.
Confucian Moral Self
Cultivation Mar 12 2021 A
concise and accessible
introduction to the evolution of
the concept of moral selfcultivation in the Chinese
Confucian tradition, this
volume begins with an
explanation of the prephilosophical development of
ideas central to this concept,
followed by an examination of
the specific treatment of self
cultivation in the philosophy of
Kongzi (Confucius), Mengzi
(Mencius), Xunzi, Zhu Xi, Wang
Yangming, Yan Yuan and Dai

Zhen. In addition to providing a
survey of the views of some of
the most influential Confucian
thinkers on an issue of
fundamental importance to the
tradition, Ivanhoe also relates
their concern with moral selfcultivation to a number of
topics in the Western ethical
tradition. Bibliography and
index are included.
Confucianism and the
Philosophy of Well-Being Jul 28
2022 Well-being is topic of
perennial concern. It has been
of significant interest to
scholars across disciplines,
culture, and time. But like
morality, conceptions of wellbeing are deeply shaped and
influenced by one’s particular
social and cultural context. We
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ought to pursue, therefore, a
cross-cultural understanding of
well-being and moral
psychology by taking seriously
reflections from a variety of
moral traditions. This book
develops a Confucian account
of well-being, considering
contemporary accounts of
ethics and virtue in light of
early Confucian thought and
philosophy. Its distinctive
approach lies in the integration
of Confucian moral philosophy,
contemporary empirical
psychology, and contemporary
philosophical accounts of wellbeing. Richard Kim organizes
the book around four main
areas: the conception of virtues
in early Confucianism and the
way that they advance both
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individual and communal wellbeing; the role of Confucian
ritual practices in familial and
communal ties; the
developmental structure of
human life and its culmination
in the achievement of
sagehood; and the sense of joy
that the early Confucians

believed was central to the
virtuous and happy life.
Human Becomings Hb Aug 29
2022 Offers an in-depth
exposition of the Confucian
conception of persons as the
starting point of Confucian
ethics.
Oneness Jan 10 2021 This
work concerns the oneness
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hypothesis-the view, found in
different forms and across
various disciplines, that we and
our welfare are inextricably
intertwined with other people,
creatures, and things-and its
implications for conceptions of
the self, virtue, and human
happiness.
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